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Labourer, Wellington, NZ

Sergeant William Bryce Stewart
Service Number: 26/627
4th Battalion, New Zealand Rifle Brigade
Served: Egypt, France
Died of wounds, 28 May 1916
Buried at Armentieres, France

26/627 LANCE SERJT.
W. B. STEWART
N.Z.RIFLE BRIGADE
28TH MAY 1916

Look for further information:
Papers Past (natlib.govt.nz) | Online Cenotaph - Auckland War Memorial Museum (aucklandmuseum.com)
Archives New Zealand (archives.govt.nz)
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Dear W '

Here I send you a pocket book and hope you will be please to
have it, I hope you will always carry it in your breast pocket, then
you will always have it handy, you can use the paper to write with and
when it is nearly finished I will send you a refill, this book will be
easily taken out and another put in, so dear try and carry it with you
and let me know if you get it safe. Your ever loving wife.

Try and keep this pencil it never wants sharpening and writes well.

Love from baby and self XxXXXXXXXXXX
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the best we have had for some time, shots going on all around. Have

to stand to from 2.15 am to 5.15 am.

May 24th. Had a light day till 8.15 pm and then it was very exciting

ration fatigue to take up to the front trenches, we
very near caught napping ___ with machine gun and snipers.
We are at a placed called Roupline. got finished at 4.30 am

had to take watches of and sleep in between .

May 25th. Slept nearly all day __ doing till 8.30 pm, we are
on Garrison duty tonight till 4 am and men have to take 1 hr watches,

we have to do 3 hrs, things have been very quiet today.

May 26th. Nothing doing a few shots passing between the Germans and
ourselves. We relaid the duck walks along the trenches tonight, we

are on tunnellers fatigue myself and 25 men go on at 7pm and finished
at 4 am, so you see we have a lot to do. Three of our 3rd Battalion
killed, we have had no casualties to date. Tonight 4 of our company

boys were wounded, 1 machine gun wounded and 1 "A" Coy killed.

Entry made by A. A. Marshal, Cpl

May 27th. Out between German trench and our own with wiring party
Bill shot through the arm by sniper, at 11.30 pm. Had great
difficulty in getting him in without being hit again, fired at all the

time.

Arrived safely over our trench with Bill on my back, Bill very weak

from loss of blood, put him on stretcher and had difficulty in getting
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along trench, arrived at last at dressing station where I saw every

thing done.

May 28th. Bill never once murmured, only that he was cold, did not
leave him until 3 am when he said he was feeling more comfortable and
warmer. Expected to see him again in a few days time when we would be
out of the trenches, received great shock on hearing he had died.
Broke me up for I have lost my ccmrade in arms, and my best friend

here, our Coy has lost its best leader, and a brave man.

Gods will be done.

The@holé in the book was caused by the bullet striking through after
passing through the arm. He being in a bending position at the time

of being hit.



