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Private William Thomas Dundon
Service Number: 6/1276
Canterbury Infantry Battalion
Served: Egypt, Gallipoli
Killed in action, Gallipoli, 5 June 1915
Buried in Shrapnel Valley Cemetery, Anzac, Turkey
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DIARY AND LETTERS

W. T, DUNDON;

LANCE CORPOIAL

NEW  ZEALAND EXPEDITIONARY FORCE

2nd.  REINFORCEMENT,

NUMBER 8 PLATOON,
13th. REGIMENT  NORTH CANTERBURY

AND  WESTLAND.



(25)
OUTPOST  DUTY. R
¥ Mg e

4 Bg
—_

.

=~ A

I R ———— \

o S

(B G5 B om

& s ZE s S

S0 ffeiT,

£roup consists usually of 3 men & non com. in
certain dangeroud posts 6 men. BEach sentry must know
exactly the ground he has to watch. He must know
nature of country, in front Roads, Rivers etc.
visiting patrol of 2 men. called the reconnoiting
patrol visits the sentries at certain intervals under
instructions from the 0.C.
A patrol also keeps the sentry groups in touch with one
another.
sentry must not move without the authdérity of his
superior officer.
When the sentry gives warning of enemies attack, the
pickets groups & reserves are all brought up into the
line of sentries to assume a defensive position
the officer are- of the picket & 0.C. are to be
warned.

A connecting file connects the group with the picket.

& from the picket with support.

An officer in charge of an outpost must know what
resistance he can offer to the enemy.

Outpost should be within rifle range fire of the enemy. Guns
so as to keep them out of range of the Main Body.

Hec Patrol goes out in front of sentries who must know

when to expect them & in ®hat direction they will come.

Sentries are pushed fd. at night & drawn in during the day.
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26/5/15- Only those who were on watch ~atthe time
of the explosions were killed. Prob. about 100 or
less. Triumph made ofif at full speed & destroyers raced
up & dowm between Gallipoli & Imbros on the look out
for the submarine. She was seen quite close to the
Triumph.
(blank)
& the nearest fired several shots, whether hit or not
it is imp. 1t o say, but today, the dests., gunboats &
trawlers were ceaselessly "working" up & down, dragging
grappling hooks in. the off chance of catching it
It was supp. that it might have dived & now resting on the bottom.
THings are quiet. An armistice was arranged on Monday. on
our front to bury the dead. It lasted from 7 a.ma. to 4.30.p.m.
& was scrup. observed by each side. The parties met half way bet.
the trenches & gathered up corpses which had lain there for a
month in some cases.
27/5/15. At 6.15a.m. this morning a wireless message ann.
that another of our fleet haa been sent down by a ‘borpedo.
The '"Majestic! suffered this time. Theloss of life is said
to been heavy. an eye witness says she sank in 12 mins.,
after the explegn. There is no feeling of depression
over these disasters, ondy a greater determination to turn
the weapon of destruction agaimst the enemy with greater energy
than ever, if that is possible. A heavy Bombmnt. goew on
from C., Helles directed agaihst Chenak & Kilia Bahr.probably
I wrote from the outpost trenches near our Artillry

position above the sea The opposing batteries as is their

custom after sunset every evening are exchanging salvos &
the shells whistle over our heads with inconving proximity.

I saw a man blown to pieces with a shell yesterday. He was

AATYTrUine a2 Madl Raes & tho latt+en trama cnmddamad  aveamee here
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As showing how orne lives from day to day, in an

atmosphere of danger, a kerosene tin full of water

in our dug-out was hit by a shell, a piece of

shrapnel, we lost the water an Australian just a few

feet below was killed amongst his mates. My mate in

this dug-out is Robert B. Frazer. We have dieted ourselves
very well here, plenty of vegetables, DMaconochies R.

& we actually attemped a "duff" one day, it wasquite

a success & two packets of Blanc mange, on another
occasion scored two tins of pineapple; so that the dark
days of Acha Baba were forgotten.

1/6/15/ Just had breakfast & getting ready to go up to
firing line. The particular place allotted to us is
Guinn's Pést where the Opp trenches are only 10 yds. apart.
The enemy sapped & blew up this portion three nights ago &
attacked & took our trenches but were driven out after
inflicting heavy losses by means of bombs. Their losses
were about 1%Q0.

The weather is very hot now.

Gen Sir Jan Hamilton visited the position yesterday in
company with Gen. Birdwood.

2/6/15. Ve are now in the front line of trenches at
Guinn's Point where the position is weakest. Bomb throwing &

mining went on &ll night & we &ost several men; Arnold
Sharpe, Farrel, & E bird were badly wounded but with the
exception of Bird they wild recover. It is pretty"hot stuff"
indeed & not quite relished by the men in dug-outs.

3/6/15. Arnold Sharpe died in the Beach Hospital

yesterday. He was my particular friend of earlier days

in camp. We jeired~ enlisted at Rangiora together &

the friendship formed, continued right through till the time
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Turks may fire their mines under us is suff. to cause onemuch
anxiety. At time of writing I have money in my Pay Book to
the value of £11-0-0. made up in #0 9(kem)Nine British Postal
”? Notes of £1 (one) each & the balance in gold & silver.
4/6/15. After a 24 hours spell we are back in the firing line
again. Tonight a trench of the enemy is to be rushed by
100 Canterburty men, 25 from each company. The distance to
traverse is about 20 yards but that piece of ground will be
"hot". As I am myself forming one of the assault party.
I consider it appropiate to note that it is one of these
affairs, which always carries with it a fair element of risk.
It will at least be very exciting because our men will bomb
the trenches heavil.y & each attacker or perhaps every other
will carry a bomb himself.
ment
From Cape Helles comes the sound of terrific bomb by
60 Naval & field gims. It may be that the culminating attack
is being made on Acha Baba. accomp. by heavy fire. In the last
few days fifty tramsports including the Mauretania,

Aguitdnia have unloaded at Cape Hellas.

61
part 2 (loose page from note book).

2/6/15. Thave been spared by the merciful dispensation

of providence to pen these letters. In the intervening

war I have seen friends & commrades die doing their duty

to the extremity. The fighting has been severe all along &
especially at Acha Baba where we Stapd for 14 days. In that
time we went thrdugh one memorable action in advance on the
great fortifications of Acha Baba. Many Blenheim boys were
killed & wounded that day. We later came here to Kapa Tepe &
were located on the beach doing heavy work. Now the Infantry
Brigade have relieved The Aust. Light Horse & the N.Z.

Mounted. The Nelson Company is at Quinn's Point commonly



(22)

up the occupants. It is horrible warfare such as no one can
realise who has not seen it. I have letters & papers from

you dated up to the end of March. Thave the photo of yewur

Philip's 1little son.

W,



